Retention Code § Sl WY Z /K
Y  d gmz,
i JUN 282 2011 g ; ST

“'M(, UNEFER STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
26 = | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

“Recejusd in Mailroom

e NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
% j Northwest Region
7600 Sand Point Way N.E., Bldg, 1

| Seattle, Washington 98115 o e e

' s [t oo ]
NMFS Tracking No,: June 14, 2011 00l N =
2011/02215 : ' REFR I -
Candace McKinley TR
Environmental Program Manager 0]
Bureau of Reclamation ' :
Columbia-Cascades Area Office ; ik %
1917 Marsh Road ACiicH s

Yakima, WA 98901-2058

Re:  Endangered Species Act Section 7 Informal Consultation for the City of Roslyn Trust
Water Right Donation Under the Long-Term Storage and Delivery Agreement Near Cle
Elum, Kittitas County, Washington (Sixth Field HUC: Lower Cle Elum River
170300010106).

Dear Ms. McKinley:

This correspondence is in response to your request for informal consultation under the
Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1536.

Endangered Species Act

The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the Biological Assessment (BA)
submitted with the aforementioned informal consultation request received by NMFS on May 30,
2011. The Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) requests concurrence with its finding of “may affect,
not likely to adversely affect” for Middle Columbia River (MCR) steelhead (Oncorhynchus
mykiss) and their designated critical habitat. NMFS has considered the determination of effects
under section 7(a)(2) of the ESA, and its implementing regulations (50 CFR Part 402), The
action area, Domerie Creek, does not contain designated eritical habitat for any ESA-listed fish.

The BOR proposes to store and release a quantity of water in water short years equal to the
volumme of water withdrawn in those years by the City of Roslyn. The City of Roslyn has
‘historically relied on a water right with a priority date of 1905, from Domerie Creek near Lake
Cle Elum. In years when the BOR cannot deliver full water entitlements to all of its customers;
the holders of surface water rights with priority dates of 1905 or later are not entitled to any
water, The BOR has entered into a contract with the Washington State Department of Ecology to
store and release up to 1,000 acre feet of water to mitigate for the exercise of 1905 or later water
rights, provided that an equal amount of pre-1905 water is procured.







